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Akesines, where Hephaestion had the command of the army
and Nearchus of the navy." Here he received the ambassadors
from the Oxudrakse and Malii tendering their allegiance. He
then sailed down the Akesines to its confluence with the Indus,
where he "tarried with his fleet till Perdikkas arrived with the
army under his command, having subdued the Abastani, one
of the free nations of India, on his way."
At the capture of MulUn by Chach, in the middle of the
seventh century, the waters of the Rivi were still flowing under
the walls of the fortress, but in A. D. 713, when the citadel was
besieged by Muhammad bin Kasim, it is stated by Biladuri1
that "the city was supplied with water by a stream flowing
from the river (name left blank by M. Reinaud); Muhammad
cut ofi the water, and the inhabitants, pressed by thirst, surren-
dered at discretion. All the men capable of bearing arms
were put to death, and the women and children, with 6000
priests of the temple, were made slaves/' The canal is said to
have been shown to Muhammad by a traitor. I am willing to
accept this account as a proof that the main stream of the RSvi
had already deserted its old channel; but it is quite impossible
that MultSn could have been forced to surrender from want of
water. I have already explained that one branch of the Ravi
formerly flowed between the city and fortress of Mult&n, and that
the old bed still exists as a deep hollow, in which water can be
reached at most times by merely scratching the surface, and at
all times by a few minutes' easy digging. Even in the time of
Edrisi* the environs of the town are said to have been watered
by a small river, and I conclude that some branch of the Ravi
must still have flowed down to MuMn. But though the
narrative of Biladari is undoubtedly erroneous as to the imme-
diate cause of surrender, I am yet inclined to believe that all
the other circumstances may be quite true. Thus, when the
1.    Reinaud, 'Fragments Arabes,' p. 199.
2,    Gtogr, Jaubert's translation, i. 168.